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SUBJECT: THAI ELECTIONS 

REF: (A) BANGKOK 1543: (B) BANGKOK 1429; (C) BANGKOK 1022 

1 . DURING CHARGE'S CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI CHUNHAWAN 
JANUARY 22, CHATCHAI MADE WHAT SOUNDED LIKE A GLOOMY FORECAST 
FOR THE POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF THAILAND. HE EXPRESSED DOUBT AS 
TO WHETHER ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD ON APRIL 5 AS SCHEDULED, 

AND DESCRIBED THE KHUKRIT GOVERNMENT AS "PROBABLY THAILAND'S 
LAST DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT". 

2. AS TO HIS OWN ELECTIONS PLANS, HE WAS NON-COMMITTAL. HE 
DERIDED PRESS STORIES TO THE EFFECT THAT HE WOULD NOT RUN, AS 
WELL AS THOSE THAT HAD REPORTED THAT HE WOULD RUN. HE SEEMED 
TO IMPLY, HOWEVER, THAT HE MIGHT RUN TO REASSURE THE PUBLIC, 

WHICH HE FELT HAD BEEN UNSETTLED BY GENERAL KRIT'S ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF NON-CANDIDACY. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS DIFFICULT TO SAY JUST HOW SERIOUS CHATCHAI 
WAS IN HIS COMMENTS. AT THE VERY LEAST, THEY WOULD SEEM TO 
REFLECT A BEARISH ASSESSMENT OF THE ELECTION PROSPECTS OF THE 
UNITED PARTIES THAT CONSTITUTE THE PRESENT COALITION, AND OF 
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